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Kilpatrick Townsend Honored for "Global Citizenship –
Pro Bono Dispute of the Year" by The American Lawyer
October 1, 2015

ATLANTA (October 1) –The American Lawyer recognized Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton as an honoree of its
"2015 Global Citizenship Award - Global Pro Bono Dispute of the Year" for the firm's role in the Signal
International Litigation. The American Lawyer Global Citizenship Awards honor global matters dedicated to the
spirit of pro bono and social responsibility. Kilpatrick Townsend was among several law firms recognized for the
same honor.
The Signal International Litigation involves several lawsuits representing more than 500 foreign guest workers
from India who asserted human trafficking and other claims against Signal International, the company that
brought them to the United States on the false promise of permanent U.S. residence visas and also against
Signal International’s Indian recruiter and U.S. immigration lawyer.
After class certification was denied, Kilpatrick Townsend, along with several other national firms, filed suit on
behalf of various groups of plaintiffs. The first suit went to trial in February 2015 in New Orleans and resulted in
a roughly $12.25 million award against Signal. Given the size of that verdict, and the number of remaining
plaintiffs with similar claims, Signal filed for Bankruptcy in July 2015.
Kilpatrick Townsend, along with other firms, was instrumental in negotiating a settlement agreement designed
to resolve all of the labor trafficking cases against Signal, subject to approval by the U.S. Bankruptcy Court. The
settlement provides for a payment of $20 million to be split among the plaintiffs in the various lawsuits and also
requires Signal to issue an apology to the trafficking plaintiffs. For more information about the Signal
International Litigation matter, please click here.
“It is an incredible honor that our firm has received such high-profile national recognition for this outstanding
pro bono legal work," said Tamara Caldas, Kilpatrick Townsend's Pro Bono Partner. "The Signal litigation is an
extraordinary example of what can be accomplished when the best and brightest lawyers from the corporate
and non-profit sectors pool their collective resources and talent and work toward a common goal.”
The American Lawyer honors all law offices, including in-house legal departments that are involved in the most
notable international legal work performed between January 1, 2014 and April 15, 2015, across various
disciplines. The "Global Dispute of the Year: Pro Bono" award was presented to Kilpatrick Townsend among
other firms for their work in litigation against Signal International. Fellow firms honored were Crowell & Moring,
Skadden Arps, Covington & Burling, DLA Piper, Fredrikson & Byron, Kaye Scholer, Latham & Watkins, Manatt,
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Phelps & Phillips, McDermott Will & Emery, Sahn Ward Coschigano & Baker, and Sutherland Asbill & Brennan.
Follow the firm on Twitter: @KTS_Law.
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